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Holes In The Curtain 


Trouble in Russia: Small items 
of news that seep out from behind 
the iron curtain are often signifi- 
eant. Russian exiles from the 
Baltic states, reporting to the 
Worldover Press in Sweden, state 
that Russian farmers have been 
steadily increasing the size of the 
individual plots they farm along- 
side their regular cultivation of 
the large Kohlkohzes or collective 
farms. The Soviet press has been 
filled with complaints that such 
farmers, by the extra gains they 
make from their individual oper- 
ations are not honestly cooperat- 
ign with the collectives and pros- 
per beyond those who are loyal to 
the collective program. For the 
individual farmer, who has been 
able to cultivate several acres on 
his own, still uses for his own pro- 
fitable advantage the seed, imple- 
ments and marketing facilities 
provided for the state collectives. 


In other words, there is a strong 
trend among Russian farmers back 
to individual farming, even though 
they are still bound to the state 
collectives. That the Communists 
regard this camouflage revival of 
independent farming as very seri- 
ous is indicated by the fact that 
this criticism has been sounded in 
high circles. They know that this 
threat to the Communist regime is 
deep, widespread and difficult to 
control. 

Moscow periodicals also are 
revealing vigorous criticism of the 
Soviet state medical system. The 
Literary Gazette of Moscow has 
recently carried articles criticizing 
the government’s medical program 
for its inefficiency and frequent 
mistakes. Soviet physicians make 
many wrong diagnoses and 
cover them up by failing to criti- 
cize each other adequately, acecord- 
ing to the Moseow article. Too 
many Soviet physicians are en- 
gaged in private practice to ful- 
fill their responsibility in state 
medical systems, the complaint 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
\ | ANY ASK, “What should be the Christian attitude towards the 


Korean War?” Because of the divergent viewpoints represented 
among our many subscribers, we have tried to avoid telling people HOW 
to think and keep to straight reporting and analyzing significant tacts 
which the Christian lay mind ought to have that are not available in the 
usual channels. But we believe the above question commands attention. 

THE PRESENT POLICY regarding Korea is inseparably tied 
to our policy toward Asia. ‘here are two divisions of thought which 
are being heatedly debated in Washington: THE FIRST PLAN, that 
we should build a wall of defense from Korea through Japan and through 
Formosa to the Philippines, with our guns pointed into the face of China 
and northward into the face of Russia. “If the Reds want war, Jet them 
know they can have it right there.” That is Gen. MacArthur’s demand, 
an obvious bid to GOP forces who are the chief source of the big push 
to get American arms and men into Asia. MacArthur’s claim (Life 
Magazine, Sept. 4) that this is the only realistic approach to the Orient 
is strongly contested by non-military authorities on Asia. MacArthur’s 
view is typical power-politics, big calibre militarism, completely divorced 
from the revolutionary sentiments in the minds of millions of non-Com- 
munist Asiatics. Such a policy will embitter and antagonize the millions 
of Asia, give Russia excuses and reasons for strong measures of retaliation. 
There is very little of the Sermon on the Mount in it. Many authorities 
lite Walter Lippman have suggested that it isn’t even good military strategy, 
— we are too stretched out, would have to fight at great disadvantage 
against a great adversary like Russia. 

THE SECOND PLAN: that, once having won the Korean war, 
we should stabilize Japan with the long awaited peace treaty and with- 
draw our armed forces into Japan, putting the UN in power to super- 
vise both Korean recovery and Japan’s continued rehabilitation; neu- 
tralize Formosa by also putting it under UN authority until a final de- 
cision can be reached on the island’s future. Then the power of the U.S. 
must be put behind the UN as we are now cooperating in the Korean 
situation. ‘Then our military defense strength in the far Pacific can 
be centered on Okinawa and the Philippines. Pres. Truman leans to- 
ward this view, although some are trying to label this plan as ‘appease- 
ment.” 

THE CHRISTIAN-MINDED VIEW: In considering the mood 
of the turbulent Orient, which our provincially-minded military and po- 
litical leadership so often ignores, it seems that the Christian spirit should 
venture further. May we outline a possible and practical Christian ap- 
proach: First, everything possible should be done — that will not further 
add to Asia’s bitterness and turmoil — to end the debacle in Korea where 
brave, hard-pressed American youth are bearing the savage aftermath of 
the vile Red aggression and our political and military blundering. The war 
ended, the UN should take over Korea with our full support. 
Steps should be taken to further strengthen and internationalize the 
“UN World Military Police Force” which would exist at the end of 
Korean warfare so it would be truly international and a truly powerful: 
police agency. The UN should then take over Formosa, the conflict in 
Indo-China, ete., establishing whatever oversight or trusteeship neces- 
sary to maintain the peace and reach democratic fulfillment in each area. 
The same should be true of Okinawa and the other former Japnaese pos- 
sessions which we have annexed by conquest and are making into mili- 
tary bases in the Far Pacific. We should then withdraw to our home 
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Home Front 


Wage Pinch: American labor 
is no longer made up of men who 
have little economic comprehen- 
sion. The rise in educational 
levels among the people of Ameri- 
ca means that today the average 
worker has some comprehension of 
the economie resources, production 
capacities, and profit margins that 
constitute the life of American in- 
dustry. When living costs go up 
to the point where the worker can 
not provide adequately for his 
family, he no longer sits helplessly 
on a park bench or eurbstone. He 
now asks what has gotten off bal- 
ance or looks to his labor union 
economist for the answer. The sud- 
den spurt of living costs in the 
wake of the Korean war will soon 
be pinching the worker’s family. 
Ouly one or two corporations have 
voluntarily met this new crisis in 
wages by offering the worker an 
adjustment upward on his earn- 
ings. As a result, almost every 
major labor union is now planning 
new demands for wage boosts. 
They feel justified in doing this 
because not only have living costs 
gone skyward, but business profits 
have also kept on soaring since 
the last round of wage boosts were 
granted. Here are some increased 
profits recorded already this year 
by leading corporations: General 
Motors earned during the first six 
months of 1949 approximately 303 
million dollars and for the first 
six months of 1950 they earned 485 
million, an inerease of nearly 33 
per cent; General Electric earned 
46 million in the first six months 
of 1949 and 77 million the first six 
months of 1950; U. S. Gypsum 
Company earned 10 million in the 
first six months of 1949 and 14 mil- 
lion the first six months of 1950; 
American Viscose earned 7 million 
in the first six months of 1949 and 
nearly 16 million so far in 1950; 
U. S. Rubber, Studebaker, General 
Aniline & Film Co., Motor Wheel 
Corp., Electric Storage Battery, 
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(continued) 
continues. Many Soviet patients 
prefer to pay for their medical 
services, rather than take their ills 
to free clinics because of the poor 
job being done by the state doe- 
tors. Poor quality medical instru- 
ments and drugs were singled out 
for condemnation. Medical sup- 
ply and drug manufacturers in 
dussia were charged with viewing 
their business from the standpoint 


ef profit rather than usefulness. 
“They put out some drugs only in 
certain forms and not in others 


in order to get the biggest profits, 
whil 
ine for these drugs in other forms 
could not be filled.” So even the 
manavers of business in Russia 

> } “ fi ” } a 
are worried about the “profit” they 
must show for their operation of 


patients’ prescriptions eall- 


state monopolies! 

News from Rumania received 
in this country by the N. Y. Times 
reveals that the Rumanian Com- 
munist party has expelled nearly 
200,000 of its members, — more 
than 20 per cent. Those purged 
were called “exploiters, elements 
alien to the working class, and 
persons dishonest and morally cor- 
rupt.” Such reports, frequently 
heard from Russia or the satellite 
countries, indicate the great turn- 
over in the Communist ranks. 
N. Y. Times experts on Commu- 
nist affairs state that these purges 
mean the Communist party is con- 
tinuously breaking down from with- 
in and only by the most severe 
policing can they prevent counter- 
revolutionary influences from grow- 
ing. The history of all revolution- 
ary movements has been that in 
due time the power, discipline and 
ability to maintain the original 
tight format of revolutionary ac- 
tivity wanes with the years and 
finally either breaks down alto- 
eether or is fatally weakened by 
compromises. 


Iran Next? Officials in Wash- 


endless 


ington are forecasting that the 
Communists will strike next in 
Iran. Before such news should 


break, let’s take a look at the con- 
ditions existing in Iran — in the 
old of Persia. 
ruled by a Shah who was recently 
a guest in this country and was 
treated with elaborate hospitality 
because of the vital ties the young 
ruler has with British and Ameri- 
Under the Shah 
there is a bureaucratic government 
controlled chiefly by the old land- 
owning families who not only 
draw enormous profits from the 
exploitation of oil, but who have 
for centuries collected up to 60 
per cent of the crop from the ten- 
ants on their large estates. These 
landlords control the 


Teheranian Cabinet and Parlia- 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


waters of Hawaii where we belong. This is not isolationism, for full 
cooperation with the UN IS NOT ISOLATIONISM. 

By sincere support of the UN and with powerful UN world police 
forces in command of the contested spots of the Far East, such as For- 
mosa, Okinawa, ete., THE REDS WOULD FACE A MORE FORMIDABLE 
MORAL AND EVEN PHYSICAL BARRIER TO EXPANSION THAN THE U. S. 
STANDING ALONE SEVEN THOUSAND MILES FROM HOME WITH MOST 
OF THE WORLD AROUND IT RESENTFUL AND BELLIGERENT. 

This would require two prerequisites: First, that the U. S. be 


willing to submit to international authority in the UN — when deci- 
sions do not fit our nationalistic interests — just as we demand of other 


nations when the UN happens to think our way. Second, the removal of 
the veto arrangement in the UN which, contrary to the general impres- 
sion given to the American people, was set up at our instigation as much 
as the Russians’. THE REMOVAL OF THE VETO WOULD EITHER FORCE 
RUSSIA TO ACCEPT THE WILL OF A UNITED PEACE-SEEKING WORLD 
OR GET OUT AND FACE A WORLD UNITED AGAINST ANY INTERNA- 
TIONAL CRIMINAL, — A FACT THAT WOULD STARE THE COMMU- 
NIST GANGSTERS IN THE FACE MORE IMPRESSIVELY THAN ALL THE 
GUNS OF AMERICA PROJECTED ACROSS THE WIDE PACIFIC. 

This plan will not please altogether many of our pacifist friends 
whose sincerity and courage we deeply respect. Nor will it please some 
of our military friends, many of whom read Between The Lines, and 
whose thinking is committed to military expediency on severe nation- 
alistie lines, although there are a surprising number of Christian-minded 
military men who heartily agree with this approach. 

But to all, let these facts be clear: The U. S. cannot control, en- 
force our particular economic and political concepts at the point of a 
gun upon over a billion people in Asia — or Europe, as much as some 
of the multi-millionaire publishers and industrialists of America would 
like to see it done, fulfilling their dream of “the American century” with 
our world-wide commercial interests rising to glorious and profitable 
heights. That dream, established by the power of guns, following the 
sign of the dollar, will lead to a lonely, over-extended, embattled, despised 
America. Doesn’t the wreckage of four western empires in Asia teach 
us anything! There will be more chance for a real enduring prosperity 
if we follow the path of good will, understanding, cooperation and shar- 
ing, lead by the sign of the Cross. 


OINT OF DANGER SHIFTS: As we have frequently reported in 

the past, there has been a growing demand from certain quarters 

that we attack Russia NOW to stop the spread of communism. The 

feeling is being fostered in press, radio — even from some pulpits. Be- 

cause a few officials have been reprimanded for talking about a preventive 

war, don’t get the impression that the movement has been squelched. 

It is already common talk in some Washington official circles that, 

if a Communist thrust is made at Formosa, Indo-China or Iran, — or 

aid from Russia on Communist China should start coming into Korea, 

then the only thing to do is to start bombing Russia. It is also openly 

understood that while the Administration has reprimanded officials for 

talking about a preventive war, there would be a strong leaning that way 
even in White House circles if the public would support the idea. 

Therefore in the coming weeks you will hear much subtle propa- 
ganda that the only way to stop communism’s endless erosive influence is 
to strike it at the heart. There will be cartoons, editorials, radio discussions 
— even sermons — to put you in the frame of mind to support the idea 
— “Why wait till they wear us down?’, “If we don’t strike now, we'll be 
weakened by small wars while Russia gets stronger.” Pres. Truman’s 
speech on Sept. 1 even had some innuendos along that line. The public 
won’t yet accept a preventive war, but can the public mind be changed? 

Add to this the fact that we are at the place now where it would 
be very easy for a provocative “incident” to oceur. Press reports have 
already told of our bombers striking within a very few miles of the Rus- 
sian Siberian border. There could easily be a slip there. American UN 
officials have been forced to admit that we may have unintentionally 
dropped bombs over on the Manchurian side of the North Korean border 
(AP dispatch Sept. 1). So on some foggy night a mistake could be made 
and a few bombs smash a Russian settlement on the Soviet side... and 
of course Russia would retaliate. What impartial history would someday 
say about that wouldn’t be the sort of thing you’d read in your headlines 
the morning after it happened. 

So the danger of war now has shifted. As long as all war talk 
centered on the threat of Russia’s attacking the U. S., we persistently 
forecast that war was not in the offing, basing these forecasts on Com- 
munist doctrines, the history of Communist expansion. BUT IF THE 
IDEA GROWS THAT WE MUST FORCE THE ISSUE BY ATTACKING 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Holes In The Curtain 


(continued) 
ment. When things get too bad 
and a revolt is brewing among the 
diseased and poverty-ridden people 
of their domain, as one reporter 
for the Scripps-Howard press put 
it, “they play musical chairs for a 
few days and just change seats, an- 
nouncing a new government.” The 
average peasant has an income of 
less than $50 a year and still lives 
in a state of medieval poverty. 
The great absentee landlords are 
not interested in better agricul- 
tural methods or even the improve- 
ment of their land. As long as 
they collect their 60 per cent they 
are satisfied. They reside in Te- 
heran part of the year and in Paris 
the rest of the time, many of them 
living in luxury beyond the cus- 
tom of even the richest American 
millionaire. The Teheran govern- 
ment is one of the most overstaffed 
and inefficient bureaucracies in the 
world. According to The Nation’s 
correspondent in Teheran, the 
Ministry of Finance, for example, 
has 3 under secretaries, 17 direct- 
ors general, and 350 employees of 
the highest grade. Of the 350 em- 
ployees only 50 of them ever turn 
up for work! Padded payrolls in 
every government bureau is the 
rule with bureau 
chief putting all of his family on 
the rolls. An interesting item on 
Persian political morality is found 
in the official document entitled 


standard each 


“Delinquent Taxpayers — Address 
Unknown”, — according to a re- 
port in The Nation (Aug. 17, 


1950). O- this list of undiscover- 
able tax-dodgers are the president 
of Parliament, the Queen Mother, 
Mayor of Teheran, the head of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the 
head of the Tranian Airways, and 
many millionaires of the country! 
It is fashionable to be a tax dod- 
ger in Iran. The common people, 
who must pay taxes on olive oil, 
salt and other common necessities, 
cannot dodge taxes. British and 
American oil interests press gently 
for reform where they can, but in 
order to protect their leases from 
interruption they are first of all 
careful to support the status quo, 
no matter how rotten it may be. 
This is fallow soil for the seeds of 
Communism blowing in from the 
nearby Russian frontier. When 
the headlines start screaming that 
Persian Communist armies (prob- 
ably tribesmen from the North 
who are quite friendly with their 
neighbors across the Soviet line) 
are starting to invade “the demo- 
cratic, freedom-loving nation of 
Tran”, our readers will understand 
the poverty, despair, corruption 
and almost total lack of democarcy 
which today exists in the land of 


the Shahs. Little of that part of 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
the picture is being given to the 
American public. 


The Gossip Front: It looks 
like the war on communism has 
only started! The Communist 
government in Hungary has de- 
clared a war on gossip and “rumor 
mongering.” According to World- 
over Press, two women and one 
man have already been charged on 
this count and sent to prison, their 
property confiscated. To threaten 
our capitalism is bad enough, — 
but to forbid our right to gossip — 
that could blow the top out of our 
cold war thermometers. Every re- 
porter knows what that would do 
to most news rooms — and to half 
the stories that make the biggest 
headlines. What would happen to 
poor Walter Winchell and Drew 
Pearson, to say nothing of poli- 
ticians in both parties! Contem- 
plating the situation in Washing- 
ton, we begin to understand broth- 
er Truman’s statement, “In view 
of present developments, I can see 
no other alternative but to make 
the H-bomb.” 





Home Front 


(continued) 
Maytag Company, Curtis-Wright, 
Commercial Credit, Sperry Corp., 
CIT Financial Corp., and many 
others have averaged from 10 to 
over 30 per cent in profit gains in 
the last 12 months. These figures, 
taken from Wall St. Journal reports, 
although not published widely in 
the daily press, are known to every 
intelligent worker. When business 
interests lead off with such large 
gains in their “wages” after wages 
have been stabilized, the modern 
worker cannot be expected to suf- 
fer the inequalities of rising costs 
and inadequate compensation over 
a very long period. Rising prices 
are usually attributed to increased 
wage costs, while very little is re- 
ported concerning the part large 
profit boosts, made after wage ad- 
justments have been made, have on 


the cost of living. 


Of course smaller busi- 
nesses are not making these large 
gains, as they are often caught in 
the pinch between rising wage 
costs and the pressure of compe- 
tition from large corporations who 
can maintain price and profit ad- 
vantages through large scale buy- 
ing and extensive distribution fa- 
cilities. It is for this reason that 
the anti-trust division of the Dept. 
of Justice has been particularly 
alert the past few years for abuses 
in monopoly and unfair competi- 
tion. But by and large LABOR 
MUST PRODUCE, MANAGEMENT 
MUST SHARE, IF OUR CAPITALIST 
ECONOMY IS TO SURVIVE IN 
THIS DAY OF TRANSITION. 


many 


TIGHT SPOT 
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We must face the fact that the techniques of mass slaughter 
and destruction have reached such a state that modern war must 
at last be condemned as totally immoral — as it is totally de- 
structive. Man must find a way to end war or war will end man. 
Yet, tyranny persists and men will yet die rather than give up 
their freedom. So new forces must be found to defend man’s 
liberty and conquer oppression. The only alternative to 
violence is a sublimation of physical force and making it subject 
to moral and spiritual values. The church must arise to this 
renewed declaration of spiritual reality. 
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RUSSIA, — that creates an entirely new situation. As the record shows, 
we have outlined the trends and moves of Moscow rather accurately for 
nearly a decade, but as the center of initiative moves from Moscow to 
America where public sentiment must be created to support any actual 
move into World War ITI, then the answer can only be found in the 
minds and hearts of all of us. 


B UT THE BIG DECEPTION going on now is that those promoting 

preventive war are urging something contrary not only to the wis- 
dom of our greatest historians but even of our top military thinkers, — 
believe it or not. Let us quote from some of these. 

The world’s greatest living historian, Arnold Toynbee, in the 
Woman’s Home Companion, August, 49, and in Freedom and Union, 
June, ’49, plead for a rational, long view of communism as a great spirit- 
ual challenge to western civilization, with victory to be gained by out- 
building, outthinking, outliving the Communists. 

Hanson Baldwin, Annapolis-trained military strategist and mili- 
tary writer for the N. Y. Times, one of the most highly regarded military 
analysts of our day, wrote a report (N. Y. Times, Sept. 1) in which he ex- 
plained how this undereover drive was being promoted and secathingly 
denounced the preventive war concept. Said Mr. Baldwin: 

“The preventive war theory is a most heinous and dangerous 
doctrine — all the more so, since it seems to have won many important 
recruits, in and out of government, since the Korean fighting started .. . 

“It is basically a doctrine of desperation, frustration and negation. 
It puts the cart before the horse; military police takes primacy over foreign 
policy. It repeats the same grievous and fundamental error we made in 
World War II by making victory rather than the peace after victory the 
aim. It sacrifices the ultimate for the immediate and it extols the expedi- 
ent at the price of morality.” 

Mr. Baldwin continues to point out that if we made a preventive 
attack against Russia, the great Soviet armies would promptly roll over 
Europe, China’s great manpower would immediately be put at Russia’s dis- 
posal, — all of Asia if not actively belligerent would be antagonistic to our 
cause. We could operate no place in Asia. He also exposes the fallacy 
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Religious Notes 


Vincent Sheean, noted author, 
recently embraced the Hindu re- 
ligion as a result of his contacts 
with Mahatma Gandhi during his 
preparation of his latest book on 
the great Hindu leader, “Lead 
Kindly Light.” Mr. Sheean was 
raised a devout Roman Catholic. 
Other devoted followers of Gandhi 
with Protestant origins have also 
accepted the Hindu faith. 

An American Pope? One of 
the most important items of news 
in the religious field at the present 
time is the widespread rumor that 
Cardinal Spellman is to be desig- 
nated as the next Pope of Rome. 
It has been nearly 500 years since 
there has been a Pope who was not 
an Italian. 

Not only has much conversation 
been heard in Catholic circles 
about the possibility of Cardinal 
Spellman becoming the next Pope, 
but The Catholic World, monthly 
organ of the Paulist Fathers, in its 
Jnly issue, had a leading article, 
“Shall We Have an 
Pope 9”? 


American 
This influential endorse- 
ment adds significance to the ner- 
sistent rumors. This noted Cath- 
olic journal states that America 
has become so important in the af- 
fairs of the church that this eoun- 
try would be the natural center 
for a new era of Catholic power in 
the world. Also, in case of war 
with Russia, with Italy and Rome 
destroyed, America would be the 
logical place for the church to take 
refuge to rebuild its kingdom and 
rally all Americans in the holy war 
against the Communists. Tf the 
Pope were an American, the Cath- 
olie World urges, it would he a 
much simpler matter to rally all 
Americans in “such a great cru- 
sade.” The editor of Between 
The Lines spent several days in- 
terviewing Catholie spokesmen in 
the Roman Vatican some months 
ago and found no tendency on the 
part of Catholie leaders to dodge 
the issue of the possibility of an 
American Pope. One eminent 
monseigneur stated, “The church 
is always far-seeing and logical. 
What could be more logical?” 
The shape of religious con- 
trols under Communist domina- 
tion in the satellite states is now 
beginning to take a firm form. 
Recent reports from Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia,  ete., 
clearly indicate that the policy of 
the Communists is not to destroy 
religion, as was attempted by the 
early Bolsheviks in Russia 30 years 
ago, but to bring religion under 
state control and to nationalize 
any faith that had international 
connections such as Roman Cath- 
olie, Baptist, and others. Of 
course, the organizational ties of 
the Protestants are very minor 


compared with those of the Roman 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) eae 
In Czechoslovakia it is 
Yoman Cath- 


Catholies. 
guite clear that all 
olicism is to be absorbed into the 
church. Stu- 
dents of history will recall that 
after World War I there was a 
ereat schism in Czech Catholicism, 
P hich resulted in the formation of 
a national Catholie church of over 
a million members who broke with 
and established their 
independent — hierarchy. 


Catholie national 


Rome own 
separate 
This dissatisfaction expressed then 
by the Czeeh Catholics 
Roman authority has been taken 


against 


as a pattern for the re-establish- 
ment of the Catholie church in the 


satellite countries. As rapidly as 


possible, all ties with Rome are 


being broken. The lands, build- 
ines and revenues of the church 
are taken away from the _hier- 
archy and centered in the Com- 
munist state bureaus. The relig- 
ious orders are confined to a few 
Catholie - controlled monasteries 
and convents, and 
taken out of clerical control. 

As we have indicated, the Prot- 
estants suffer much less under 
these changes than do the Roman 
Catholies, for the traditional inde- 
pendence of each Protestant con- 
eregation makes it possible for 
them to carry on with less outside 
interference. However, wherever 
a Protestant leader dares to defy 
Communist state law or programs, 
severe oppression is promptly ex- 
perienced, as with Catholic lead- 
ers. World press channels seldom, 
if ever, carry any news of Prot- 
estant oppression, but give large 
space even to minor Catholic per- 
secutions. For this reason at- 
tempts are being made in this 
country to imply that the Protest- 
ants cooperate with the Commu- 
nists because all news of persecu- 
tion centers on the Catholic faith. 
This is not only untrue, but repre- 
sents an instance of the warping of 
the news to injure the Protestant 
cause in this country. 

The most significant part of the 
religious developments in the sat- 
ellite countries is the obvious real- 
ization among the younger Com- 
leaders that religion can- 
not be When the Rus- 
sian revolution broke, the aim of 
the old Bolshevik party was to 
utterly destroy the church, its pow- 
er and influence, and to destroy all 
religious faith. But they found it 
could not be done, — that people 
would still worship, that faith in 
God After 25 years of 
the program with its 
pointed efforts to destroy the 
church in Russia, a switch in 
policy finally came with the efforts 
centered on the control of religion, 
than its destruction. But 
can ment control God? History 
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of our airpower extremists by showing the impossibility of demolishing 
Russian centers of military strength hundreds and thousands of miles deep 
in the Soviet vastness, defended by thousands of fast fighters and jet 
planes and anti-aircraft installations, forcing us to inaccurate high altitude 
bombing. He calls those who talk of such a quick victory as dealing in 
: Continues Mr. Baldwin: 

“The mere fact that we strike Russia first would cut away the 
moral groundwork of the United Nations support, which now exists in 
Korea. It probably would put us into war with at best confused and un- 
willing allies, at worst, virtually alone. 


“glittering and unrealistic’”’ concepts. 


The Russians would sweep into 
Western Europe and psychologically we would deliver Asia to the Com- 
munists ... 

“A preventative war would really mean a long, hard and vicious 
struggle, with no holds barred, in which we would lose, by our own 
action, moral and psychological backing, the political support, not only from 
the world but from our potential friends and allies among the satellites 
and dissident minorities in the Soviet Union ... 

“There are scores of other reasons — political, economic, psy- 
chological, moral and military — against this attractive fallacy, but 
they can be summed up thusly: “‘preventive war is a course of political, 
bankruptcy and moral frustration that would be militarily ineffective and 
which would lose for the United States the very values we are trying to 
defend.” That from one of the western world’s top military scientists! 

BUT THE CRIME being committed against the American people 
is that when some amateur strategist who happened to be elected to 
office or an ambitious military figure of middle rank sounds off — (the 
top brass seldom do) — he gets the headlines. But when a really high 
military scientist speaks up against the excitement-building, war-breed- 
ing hysteria, his words are ignored, pushed aside or suppressed altogether. 

Also for a sharp thorough-going analysis of our weaknesses and 
blind spots in dealing with Communist armed might and how we could 
lead Russia by negotiations into an understanding with us, — thus avoid 
“a needless war of incalculable destruction,” read Dr. Hans J. Morgen- 
thau’s article in the May Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (in the 
reference room of any public library). Dr. Morgenthau of the University 
of Chicago is one of America’s leading scholars in the field of political 
science and international affairs. 

Dr. Morgenthau shows from the history and philosophy of com- 
munism that there are areas of interest where we could never make 
concessions, a situation which if pursued blindly will of course lead to 
war, but he also points to other areas of complementary need where the 
two great systems — western capitalism and communism — could agree 
and cooperate to the vital advantage of each. Moves along that line 
would temper the war drift on both sides and give time and natural 
change a chance to work the miracles of adjustment time brings. 

Many other top figures could be presented whose wisdom, experi- 
ence and insight reveal the madness and futility of a preventive war. 

Another important phase of this problem is that the estimated 
costs in blood and treasure of war with Russia — preventive or other- 
wise — are now all kept hushed while public support is being built for 
war. But in 1946 and ’47 there were quite free discussions of what war 
with Russia would involve. Here are the estimates that were frequently 
made and discussed then and are still freely discussed among Pentagon 
planners. (See U. S. News, Oct. 31, ’47; and “No Place To Hide” by 
David Bradley, publ. Atlantic: Little Brown) The war would involve 
about sixty days of furious atomic bombing on both sides, ten to forty 
million American civilians would be killed and many millions injured 
and left homeless; after both powers had exhausted their first line bomb- 
ing strength, both would then settle down to a war of attrition, the huge 
Russian armies having swept in the meantime over Europe to the 
English Channel. We would occupy Spain and Italy and start the long 
push to drive the Russians back across the plains of Europe. It is esti- 
mated by military strategists that such a task would take from eight 
to twenty years and cost from one to three thousand billion dollars. The 
U. S. News analyst said that such a war would end in a stalemate, 
neither nation would be able to conquer and occupy the homeland of the 
other. There would be desperate efforts to end the stalemate, eventual ex- 
haustion on both sides, and with the awful costs, a certain end to the 
sort of control-free life the U. S. prefers to live. So when some voices 
talk about a preventive war, — what is meant? Preventive of what? 
The question of who dropped the first bombs would be very unimportant 
after a few days. These facts are as clear to military planners today 
as in 1947, — in fact, much more so. You can see now why such top 
informed authorities as Hanson Baldwin speak out so strongly. 

Whether we have that preventive war or not depends upon wheth- 
er the American people can be whipped up to support it. 


Religious Notes 
(continued) 
will unfold over this phase of man’s 
political and spiritual struggle. 

In Belgium: The Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy in Europe has pass- 
ed through a trying ordeal in Bel- 
where for centuries the 
church has held varying degrees 
f dominance in the religious, po- 
litical and eeconomie life of the 
The Catholie  politieal 
instrumental in the 
widely publicized effort to bring 
King Leopold back to the throne, 
but the forees of the Socialist 
workers’ groups, allied with the 
non-Catholie elements such as the 
Protestants and others, came for- 
ward with unexpected power and 
thwarted the carefully planned 
and well-staged return of the king. 
After the nation stood tremblingly 
on the brink of civil war for sev- 
eral days, the king abdicated in 
favor of his son who, although 
also a Catholic, will be subservient 
to a coalition government in which 
the workers, Socialists and non- 
Catholies will have a strong voice. 

Truth: Since news channels 
in America and even the Catholie 
press itself seldom permits a report 
of conflict or changes within the 
great Catholic world structure, 
Between The Lines endeavors to 
serve its readers by such factual 
reports. Many progressive-mind- 
ed Catholics are among our sub- 
seribers. Protest against the mod- 
erate reporting Between The Lines 
tries to do in this vital field is 
tantamount to an endorsement of 
totalitarian controls of informa- 
unfortunately exist in 
Spain and Italy today. We believe 
that the Catholic people of 
America are democratic-minded 
and want to see American Cath- 
olicism lead the world church into 
a new day of religious truth, un- 
derstanding and good will. 

Bible for Catholics: A leading 
Catholic voice has explained why 
the Roman Catholic church does 
not encourage the free use of the 
Bible among its members, as do 
Protestants. The noted Catholic 
scholar, Father Rev. Thomas A. 
Donnellan of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral in New York, referred to the 
frequent “rumors” and “old fables” 
that the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
discourages lay people from read- 
ing the Bible, but he added, ac- 
cording to the N. Y. Times, “that 
it was perfectly true that the Ro- 
man Catholie Church prohibited 
private interpretation of the Bible 

The Bible isn’t thrown out 
for the sport of individuals. It is 
the word of God. When God 
speaks, He speaks the truth and 
the church is the guardian of that 
truth. As guardian of truth it can- 
not permit each individual to inter- 
pret the Bible as he wishes.” 
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